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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the communication filed on 02/25/2004. 

2. Claims 1-44 are pending and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 16-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

5. For claims 16-25, means for receiving a presentation agenda and means for 
implementing data feed can be a multi-presentation server handler 4050 in fig. 3 of the 
specification, therefore, read as software ([0029], scripts and Java Servlets.) 

6. For claims 26-34, an on-line service is not a process, a machine, manufacture or 
a composition of matter. An online service can be just an abstract idea of providing a 
service. Therefore the claims do not belong to a statutory class under 35 U.S.C. 101 . It 
seems that the body of claim 26 refers to a system; therefore the preamble should read 
"an on-line system". Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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2. Claims 2 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims recite "steps b)-c)". It is not clear what 
applicant means. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Marsh et al. (US 2004/0125129, hereafter Marsh), in view of Rosenberg et al. (A 
Framework for Conferencing with the Session Initiation Protocol, hereafter Rosenberg). 

9. For claim 1 , Marsh discloses a method for conducting an online multi-speaker 
presentation comprising the steps of: 

receiving a presentation agenda that specifies a plurality of phases, each phase 
having a speaker for presenting in a pre-specified order (fig. 3, presentation agenda 
with phases and associated speakers in order); 

said agenda including a policy for coordinating data feeds to one or more client 
devices according to an activated phase (fig. 7, initial settings 102, fig. 3, 5, each phase 
is associated with a presentation slide and a video); controlling data feed configurations 
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associated with each phase by activating data feed controls at times associated with an 
active agenda phase policy (fig. 3, activate moving image file and slides on the agenda 
each time a new phase starts); and 

Marsh does not explicitly disclose: 

broadcasting data content from said feeds associated with a current phase to 
one or more connected client devices, whereby many users of the on-line meeting 
participate according to feed policies specified by said agenda without users at the 
client devices having to explicitly select or coordinate the feed controls during the 
presentation. 

However, Rosenberg discloses a conference policy for broadcasting conference 
content to different participants (fig. 1), wherein the policy can be timed-based, input- 
feed based and per participant (section 4.6, conference policy including participant 
access list, time-of-day and media policies including mixing feeds), wherein participants 
do not have to select or coordinate the feed controls during the presentation (5.1 par. 1 , 
conference policy is created before the conference, p. 9 par. 6, conference-unaware 
participants can attend the conference without having to control the feed). 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Marsh and Rosenberg to control/manipulate a conference (as 
disclosed by Rosenberg) based on a predetermined timeline (as disclosed by Marsh) to 
provide more functionality to the conferencing system. 
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10. For claim 2, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 1 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses repeating steps of b)-c) for each successively activated 
phase until said agenda terminates (Marsh, fig. 3, repeat phases until finish). 

1 1 . For claim 3, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 1 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said data feeds comprise data audio and video feeds 
(Rosenberg, page 15, media policies), said step of controlling data feed configurations 
associated with each phase further comprises the steps of: checking a current agenda- 
phase policy (Rosenberg, page 14, time-based policy); and, combining data feeds as 
specified according to said current agenda-phase policy prior to broadcasting a resulting 
composite video and/or audio to applicable clients (Rosenberg, page 15, mixing audio 
feeds), whereby data feed controls are automatically activated according to an agenda 
phase policy associated with a new phase activation (Marsh, activate content according 
to each new phase) 

12. For claim 4, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 1 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the steps of: generating a graphic representation of the 
instant state of the presentation, whereby the graphic representation includes a 
depiction of a current phase; and, forwarding said representation to active users at said 
one or more client devices, each said one or more client devices adapted for receiving 
and displaying said graphic representation (Marsh, fig. 2, phases with according graphic 
presentation at the bottom). 
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13. For claim 5, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 4. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of: selecting a new phase whereby the selection is 
made via said graphical representation provided at that user's client device (Marsh, 
[0074] lines 8-10, jump to a certain phase). 

14. For claim 6, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 4. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses steps of: determining a current active presentation state; 
and, updating the graphical representation depicted according to said determined state 
and broadcasting a latest graphical representation to active users (Marsh, fig. 3, each 
phase has an associated content). 

15. For claim 7, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 3. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of: receiving a user control request to join an on- 
line multi-speaker presentation or exit said multi-speaker presentation, and, 
automatically activating or deactivating an audio or video feed for said user accordingly 
(Rosenberg, p. 8, par. 3, join, leave). 

16. For claim 8, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 3. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of: receiving a user control request to change the 
presentation's phase to a next phase in the agenda (Rosenberg, 5.5 par. 2, a moderator 
can request to change any conference policy, including time policy, 4.6 par. 1). 
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17. For claim 9, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 3. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of: receiving a user control request to create a 
new multi-speaker presentation instance including specification of the presentation's 
agenda (Rosenberg, 5.6, create a background multi-speaker conference wherein users 
can invite others to join). 

18. For claim 10, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 3. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of: enabling a current speaker to call on another 
active user who has requested to ask a question, whereby calling on another active 
user includes activating that user's audio feed (Rosenberg, 5.9, adding an audio 
stream). 

1 9. For claim 1 1 , Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 1 0. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said step of calling on another active user includes the step 
of switching a shared screen to that another user's client device (Rosenberg, 5.9, 
adding that user's client device's video to the conference). 

20. For claim 12, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 3. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said step of controlling data feed configurations further 
includes the step of accepting connections from speakers and spectators requesting to 
participate in said presentation (Rosenberg, 5.3, join). 
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21 . For claim 13, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 1 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses a step of authenticating speakers requesting to participate 
in said on-line meeting, said step of authenticating comprising the step of determining 
whether a given user can connect to the presentation (Rosenberg, 4.6, par. 1 , access 
list). 

22. For claim 14, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 13. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses the step of providing at least one user with broadcast 
rights, and enabling a user to take away one or more said broadcast rights (Rosenberg, 
5.4, removing a participant). 

23. For claim 15, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 13. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said authenticating comprises a step of implementing 
presentation access control in the form of an ID or password is given to a user 
(Rosenberg, p. 14, par. 2, access control list). 

24. For claim 16, Marsh discloses an online multi-speaker presentation system 
comprising: 

means for receiving a presentation agenda that includes a plurality of phases, 
each phase having an associated speaker, said agenda phase including a policy for 
coordinating data feeds to one or more clients at each phase (fig. 3, presentation 
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agenda with phases and associated speakers in order, fig. 7, initial settings 102, fig. 3, 
5, each phase is associated with a predetermined presentation slide and a video, fig. 3, 
activate moving image file and slides on the agenda each time a new phase starts) 
Marsh does not disclose: 

a means for implementing data feed configurations to one or more clients in 
accordance with said agenda phase policy, and 

reconfiguring data feeds upon activation of a new phase, wherein a plurality of 
speakers of the on-line meeting participate according to feed policies specified by said 
agenda; 

However, Rosenberg discloses a conference policy for broadcasting conference 
content to different participants (fig. 1), wherein the policy can be timed-based, input- 
feed based and per participant (section 4.6, conference policy including participant 
access list, time-of-day and media policies including mixing feeds). 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Marsh and Rosenberg to control/manipulate a conference (as 
disclosed by Rosenberg) based on a predetermined timeline (as disclosed by Marsh) to 
provide more functionality to the conferencing system. 

25. For claim 17, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 16. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses a means for determining a current speaker and 
reconfiguring said data feeds according to an agenda phase specification of the current 
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speaker (Marsh, fig. 3, a speaker is associated with a conference content which is 
activated accordingly to the agenda). 

26. For claim 18, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 17. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses a communications network having a plurality of client 
devices connected thereto (Rosenberg, fig. 1); and a server means connected to said 
network for implementing said data feed configurations to one or more clients in 
accordance with said agenda phase policy (Rosenberg, fig. 1 , focus, Marsh, fig. 3, 
agenda with associated feeds), wherein said feed policies are triggered automatically 
without any client devices having to explicitly select or coordinate the feed controls 
during the presentation (Rosenberg, 5.1 par. 1, conference policy is created before the 
conference, p. 9 par. 6, conference-unaware participants can attend the conference 
without having to control the feed). 

27. For claim 19, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 18. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said data feeds are configured to communicate audio, 
video or combined audio and video data, said system including broadcast means for 
providing said audio or video or combined audio and video data associated with a 
phase to one or more connected client devices (Rosenberg, p. 16, media policy 
example 2, mix feeds with equal weights and distribute). 
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28. For claim 20, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 19. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses server means connected to said network further includes 
means for receiving data feeds from a client or data source (Rosenberg, p. 16, media 
policy example 2), checking a current agenda-phase policy (Marsh, fig. 3, feed based 
on agenda), and combining the feeds as is specified, said broadcast means transmitting 
a resulting composite image and/or audio to the applicable clients (Rosenberg, p. 16, 
media policy example 2, mix feeds with equal weights and distribute). 

29. For claim 21 , Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 18. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses an agenda-phase policy specifies a data feed from a non- 
speaker-related data source be broadcast to one or more clients (Rosenberg, 5.6, 
background or non-speaker-related conference). 

30. For claim 22, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 21 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses a non-speaker related data source includes web- 
accessible streaming video or streaming audio (Rosenberg, 5.6 par. 1 , audio). 

31 . For claim 23, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 21 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said agenda is implemented as a text file or as an instance 
of a software object (Marsh, fig. 6, text file agenda). 
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32. For claim 24, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 21 . Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said phases, speakers and feed policies of said agenda 
determined and specified at some point in time prior to commencement of said on-line 
meeting (Rosenberg, 5.1 par. 1 , conference policy is created before the conference). 

33. For claim 25, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 4. 

34. For claim 26, Marsh discloses an on-line service for enabling multi-speaker 
presentations comprising: 

means connected to said communications network for receiving a presentation 
agenda that includes a plurality of phases, each phase having an associated speaker 
(fig. 3, presentation agenda with phases and associated speakers in order); 

said agenda phase including a policy for coordinating data feeds to one or more 
client devices at each phase for participating in said meeting (fig. 7, initial settings 102, 
fig. 3, 5, each phase is associated with a presentation slide and a video); and, 

a means for implementing data feed configurations to one or more clients in 
accordance with said agenda phase policy (fig. 3, activate moving image file and slides 
on the agenda each time a new phase starts) 

Marsh does not disclose: 

a communications network having a plurality of attached client devices adapted 
to receive broadcast presentations; 
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reconfiguring data feeds upon activation of a new phase, wherein said feed 
policies are triggered automatically without users at said clients devices having to 
explicitly select or coordinate the feed controls during the presentation. 

However, Rosenberg discloses: 

a communications network having a plurality of attached client devices adapted 
to receive broadcast presentations (fig. 1 , conference participants across network); 

a conference policy for broadcasting conference content to different participants 
(fig. 1), wherein the policy can be timed-based, input-feed based and per participant 
(section 4.6, conference policy including participant access list, time-of-day and media 
policies including mixing feeds). 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Marsh and Rosenberg to control/manipulate a conference (as 
disclosed by Rosenberg) based on a predetermined timeline (as disclosed by Marsh) to 
provide more functionality to the conferencing system. 

35. For claim 27, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 26. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses means for receiving user control requests for participating 
in an on-line presentation, a user control request to change the presentation's phase to 
a next phase in the agenda (Rosenberg, 5.3, join, Marsh, [0074] lines 8-1 0, jump to a 
certain phase). 



36. 



For claim 28, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 9. 
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37. For claim 29, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 7. 

38. For claim 30, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 28. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said feed policy includes broadcast rights, said service 
varying a user's rights based on an agenda policy (Rosenberg, p. 16, media policies, 
select feeds for broadcasting, Marsh, fig. 3, agenda phases with associated feeds). 

39. For claim 31 , the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 4. 

40. For claim 32, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 5. 

41 . For claim 33, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 30. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said means for implementing data feed configurations to 
one or more clients further accepts data feed connections from speakers and spectators 
viewing said presentation (Rosenberg, p. 16, media policies, example 2, distributed 
mixed feeds to all participants). 

42. For claim 34, Marsh-Rosenberg discloses the invention as in claim 30. Marsh- 
Rosenberg further discloses said means for implementing data feed configurations to 
one or more clients further includes means enabling an active user to give control of a 
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currently active screen to another user (Rosenberg, p. 16, media policies, mixing feeds 
is based on its source or speaker, Marsh, fig. 3, each phase has a speaker). 

43. Claims 35-44 are rejected for the same rationale as in claims 1-12 respectively. 

Conclusion 

44. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

■ Curbow et al. US 2004/0088362. 

■ Swanson. US 2004/0249967. 

■ Oruma et al . US 2003/0069931 . 

■ Digate et al. US 2004/01 61 080. 

■ Hussein etal. US 7,007,235. 

■ Mashiko etal. US 7,167,833. 

■ Santos. US 2003/0158900. 

■ Terasaki. US 2004/0045036. 

45. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu T. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HH 



/Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



